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INDIANA
Indiana State Library 
Staff from the Indiana State Library 
met Indiana’s 51st governor, Eric 
Holcomb. After learning he was an 
American Civil War buff, Bethany 
Fiechter, rare books and manuscripts 
supervisor, presented him a Civil War 
carte de visite album commissioned 
by Governor Oliver P. Morton. The 
Governor Oliver P. Morton Civil 
War Soldiers Photograph Collection 
includes three carte de visite albums 
to perpetuate the remembrance of 
Indiana regiment officers. The por-
traits are arranged alphabetically by 
last name with notations indicating 
the name, rank, regiment, and if 
applicable, place of death. 
tions of involvement in Theta and the 
lives of five college-educated women 
over 150 years. The exhibit remains 
open until April 30, and those inter-
ested in visiting are asked to make 
an appointment with Noraleen A. 
Young, CA, staff archivist, archives@
kappaalphatheta.org. Kappa Alpha 
Theta is located at 8740 Founders 
Road, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Riley Hospital
From January through June 2017, the 
Riley Hospital Historic Preservation 
Committee (RHPC) presents The 
President Is Coming Today—President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 1936 Visit 
to the James Whitcomb Riley Hospital 
for Children, a display of photographs 
at Riley Hospital for Children at In-
diana University Health. Photographs 
and text spotlight key activities from 
the president’s day-long agenda on 
September 5, 1936, including a down-
town parade, opening the State Fair, 
speaking at a regional drought confer-
ence, touring work relief projects, and 
coming to the hospital to learn more 
about the new hydrotherapy pool 
modeled after President Roosevelt’s 
hydrotherapy pool at Warm Springs, 
Georgia. 
Valparaiso University Archives 
and Special Collections 
The Valparaiso University Archives 
and Special Collections is pleased to 
announce the digitization of 19 Prot-
estant Reformation–era pamphlets 
from its collection. These pamphlets, 
written in German, Italian, and Latin, 
date from before 1550. Contributors 
to these pamphlets include Georg 
Major, Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V, and Martin Luther. Additional 
digitized collections include our Old 
School Ledgers covering the years 
1895 to 1919, our yearbook collection 
ranging from the late 1890s up to a 
decade ago, and our student publica-
tion The Torch from 1914 through 
1992. More recent issues will be 
available soon. Access our digital col-
lections at library.valpo.edu/archives/
digitalcollections.html. 
Vanderburgh County Clerk 
Archives
Vanderburgh county clerk Carla 
Hayden announces the completion 
of a digitization project to preserve all 
known nineteenth-century marriage 
records contained within the Vander-
burgh County Clerk’s Archives’ his-
torical records. These records include 
marriage affidavits, marriage returns, 
and marriage consents and number 
37,963 pages. Marriage affidavits 
often state the age and residency of 
the couple while recording the names 
of witnesses. Marriage returns record 
the date a marriage took place and 
who officiated. Marriage consent 
forms record when the parent(s) 
give permission for the bride and/or 
groom to marry. Genealogy and local 
history researchers frequently request 
such records. 
IOWA
Iowa State University
The Special Collections and Uni-
versity Archives (SCUA) received 
a 2016 Digitizing Hidden Special 
Collections and Archives Grant from 
the Council on Library and Informa-
tion Resources (CLIR), which is 
generously funded by the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. The grant project 
will establish the Avian Archives of 
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News from the Midwest
Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity 
Archives
In January, the Kappa Alpha Theta 
Fraternity Archives opened an exhibit 
called Bettie and Her Family: Four 
Generations of Thetas highlighting the 
recent acquisition of a collection from 
the family of Bettie Locke Hamilton, 
founder of Kappa Alpha Theta Frater-
nity at DePauw University in January 
1870. The items reflect four genera-
Bethany Fiechter presents a carte de visite 
album to Indiana’s new governor, Eric 
Holcomb.
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Iowa Online (avIAn), a portal for 
digital Iowa ornithological primary 
sources dating from 1895 to 2012. 
Consisting of 13,600 documents, 
2,124 images, 14 field journals, and 
7 audiovisual recordings, the project 
will conclude in the summer of 2019.
The spring 2017 exhibition, “For 
Married Students”: Building a Com-
munity in Pammel Court, 1946–
1978, opened January 18. This project 
was the culmination of a collaboration 
between SCUA and the Preserva-
tion Departments in the University 
Library and the Department of His-
tory. Students in Assistant Professor 
Mark Barron’s public history class 
spent the fall semester in the SCUA 
Reading Room and the library general 
collection conducting research for the 
exhibition.
KENTUCKY
Filson Historical Society
The Filson is pleased to announce that 
its Rogers Clark Ballard Thruston 
Mountain Photograph Collection is 
now available online. The collection 
consists of photographs taken in 
the mountains of eastern Kentucky, 
eastern Tennessee, and southwestern 
Virginia. In 1882, Thruston was 
hired as a geological assistant under 
Professor Albert R. Crandall of the 
Kentucky Geological Survey. The 
survey’s goal was to explore and record 
the natural resources in Appalachian 
counties. Thruston helped survey, 
photograph, and document the re-
gion. The photographs were produced 
during the mid-1880s when Thruston 
and Crandall worked for the survey; 
and from the 1890s to the early 
twentieth century when Thruston 
continued to work and document 
Appalachia during his time with the 
Kentucky Union Land Company. 
You can view the collection at goo 
.gl/Sqk5vZ.
Sisters of the Holy Cross 
Archives
The Willing Hearts app is an im-
mersive experience that includes 
period music, voice-overs by current 
Sisters of the Holy Cross, and historic 
documents all woven into a poignant, 
creative nonfiction story. This is his-
tory presented in a unique fashion! 
The app tells the courageous and 
heroic stories of Catholic Sisters of 
the Holy Cross who served as nurses 
during the Civil War. Theirs is a re-
markable story of faith, courage, and 
finding joy during an angry, divisive 
time in our country. Follow these 
brave women religious into military 
hospitals alongside great rivers and 
onto a magnificent naval hospital 
bilia from the Dole Archives, the per-
sonal collections of the POW/MIA 
families, and other institutions. The 
exhibit will be reformatted for travel 
thanks to partner institutions the 
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum 
and the Virginia Historical Society, 
who will host it in 2018–2019. The 
exhibit is made possible by generous 
funding from the Ochs family, of 
Colorado Springs, in honor of Larry 
Ochs.
Pittsburg State University 
The Special Collections at Pittsburg 
State University recently acquired two 
collections to complement its holdings 
of socialist and anarchist materials. 
The first collection contains 10 origi-
nal pen-and-ink political cartoons by 
socialist cartoonist Guy H. Lockwood 
(1870–1947), as well as student work 
from a correspondence art school 
Lockwood ran for several decades 
from his Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
home. Included are pieces for the 
socialist newspaper Appeal to Reason, 
the socialist magazines Unity and The 
Billy Goat, as well as an advertisement 
mock-up for the American Socialist 
College. Special Collections already 
holds socialist collections such as the 
Julius A. Wayland Papers, including 
materials dealing with Appeal to Rea-
son and the Emanuel Haldeman-Julius 
Collection, which includes materials 
relating to Haldeman-Julius’s 30-year 
publishing empire in Girard, Kansas, 
which produced tens of thousands of 
Little Blue Books, newspapers, and 
other literature. Special Collections 
also recently acquired a run of the 
anarchist newsletter, Individual Ac-
tion, a biweekly publication that ran 
from 1952 until 1955, the work of 
John Goldstein. These were acquired 
for the department’s John F. Welsh 
Collection of Libertarian and Indi-
vidualist Thought.
2017 spring exhibition opening 
reception by Dalton Gackle, senior, ISU 
Department of History
KANSAS
Dole Institute of Politics—
University of Kansas
A new exhibit will open in May en-
titled The League of Wives: Vietnam’s 
POW/MIA Allies and Advocates. 
Curated by 2017 Dole Archives 
Curatorial Fellow, historian Heath 
Hardage Lee, the exhibit is based on 
Lee’s book-in-progress, The Reluctant 
Sorority, and will feature documents, 
photos, oral histories, and memora-
(Continued on page 12)
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steamboat. Find out more about this 
app at www.willingheartsapp.com. 
Willing Hearts is now available on 
the Amazon Appstore and on iTunes, 
for both Android and Apple tablets 
and phones.
National Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution 
Archives
The National Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution (SAR) 
opened a new exhibition, Chartering 
Freedom, in January 2017. The docu-
ments reproduced in this exhibition 
chronicle the creation of the Charters 
of Freedom: the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights, and their impact 
on events in this country and around 
the world. They reveal the story of 
early generations of Americans who 
had both the vision to see a better 
world and the audacity to build it. 
The exhibit, located at the society’s 
headquarters in Louisville, closes on 
March 17. Visit https://sar.org/news/
chartering-freedom-exhibit-opens-at-
the-sar.
Northern Kentucky University
The University Archives has been 
working over the last two years to de-
velop a digital records program. Last 
year, it began uploading resources 
into a digital repository, which is still 
being developed. In the fall, it hosted 
the Society of American Archivists’ 
Digital Archives Specialist (DAS) 
two-day workshop, “Arranging and 
Describing Electronic Records,” 
which was well attended by regional 
and national archivists. Additionally, 
the archives has just begun to imple-
ment ArchivesSpace to help manage 
its collections. A list of supported file 
formats and a workflow to transfer 
records from campus offices are in 
development.
MICHIGAN
Michigan Archival Association
The Michigan Archival Association 
(MAA) serves archives professionals 
in Michigan and is the oldest state 
archival association in the United 
States. In spring 2016, the MAA 
board completed participation in a 
study of its communications con-
ducted by students at the University 
of Michigan School of Information as 
a project for their Contextual Inquiry 
and User Needs Assessment course. 
The board has already implemented 
some of the recommendations, such 
as increased online collaborative 
document management and opening 
its meetings to members via telecon-
ferencing, and further implementa-
tion is ongoing. In October 2016, 
MAA cosponsored the workshop and 
fall meeting of the Mid-Michigan 
Digital Practitioners (MMDP) at the 
Michigan State University Libraries 
in East Lansing. MAA’s 2017 annual 
meeting will take place June 15–16 in 
Traverse City. Find out more about 
MAA’s activities at miarchivists 
.wordpress.com.  
Michigan State University
The Michigan State University Ar-
chives has been awarded internal 
funding to expand the scope of the 
Documenting Diversity at MSU 
program by developing an oral history 
platform to record the current and 
historical experiences and achieve-
ments of minority students, faculty, 
and staff. The archives has released 
its Electronic Records Submission 
Tool (ERST) code. ERST was de-
veloped from the Tufts University 
TAPER (NHPRC grant) baseline. 
Core features include creating and 
managing submission agreements 
and handling electronic records 
transfer requests. Explore the fol-
lowing information to learn how to 
adapt it for your institution. Help 
and FAQ information can be found 
at submitrecords.archives.msu.edu. 
The ERST code is available at gitlab 
.msu.edu/tdr/ERST_Open_Source. 
A short video presentation is available 
at goo.gl/e943Ko. Questions about 
the code can be sent to archives@
msu.edu.
Michigan Technological 
University
The Michigan Technological Univer-
sity Archives and Copper Country 
Historical Collections recently par-
ticipated in the Sixth International 
Oral History Symposium sponsored 
by the Finnish Oral History Network. 
Lindsay Hiltunen, university archi-
vist, presented on the Mine Memories 
oral history project, a workers’ history 
project made possible with funding 
from the Keweenaw National Histori-
cal Park Advisory Commission’s Heri-
tage Grant program. The Michigan 
Tech Archives joined panelists from 
the University of Latvia to discuss is-
sues surrounding difficult memories, 
poverty, and community decline in 
the collection of oral history. The 
conference took place November 
23–25, 2016, in Helsinki, Finland.
Wayne State University
The Walter P. Reuther Library has 
been awarded a Humanities Grant 
from the Michigan Humanities 
Council to support an exhibit of 
materials related to Detroit’s 1967 
Civil Unrest (commonly called a riot 
or uprising), taken from the Reuther’s 
over 40 archival collections on the 
topic. Few topics in Michigan’s his-
tory are as divisive as Detroit’s 1967 
Civil Unrest. The five-day period of 
chaos and violence caused physical 
damage to the city and emotional 
(Continued from page 11)
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tions of the Kansas City Public Li-
brary has completed the processing of 
the Frank Schubert Buffalo Soldiers 
Collection, containing research files, 
speeches, presentations, manuscripts, 
articles, and photographs compiled by 
historian Frank (Mickey) Schubert. 
The collection is a thorough compila-
tion of scholarly research and writing 
on an important subject of African 
American and western American 
history. Along with its substantial 
historical information, the collection 
is also a great reference resource for 
finding original records of the Buf-
falo Soldiers scattered throughout US 
records repositories. The finding aid 
for this collection is available upon 
request. 
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ies has received a Minnesota Histori-
cal and Cultural Heritage Grant to 
increase access to the archives of 
three pivotal Minnesota poets and 
one premier literary press: Robert 
Bly, Margaret Hasse, Bill Holm, and 
Milkweed Editions. The project, 
Prairie Poets and Press: Literary Lives 
of the Upper Midwest, will reveal and 
provide wider access to collections 
that demonstrate Minnesota’s creative 
and prolif ic literary community. 
The collections are preserved in the 
libraries’ Upper Midwest Literary 
Archives. For more information, visit 
www.lib.umn.edu/mss. The end of 
January saw the wrap up of a three-
month-long exhibit in the University 
of Minnesota Libraries showcasing 
the Berman Upper Midwest Jewish 
Archives. Titled “Sticks, Straw, and 
Mud:” Jewish Settlers in the Upper 
Midwest, this well-received exhibit 
displayed materials documenting the 
history of early Jewish immigrants 
to Minnesota and the Dakotas. The 
exhibit explored not only the universal 
perils of frontier homesteading, 
but the challenges of doing so as a 
religious and cultural minority, which 
ultimately shaped the successes and 
failures of these Jewish pioneers. It 
showcased unique materials—from 
Polish passports to Hebrew typewrit-
ers, Yiddish fliers for English lessons 
to first-hand reminiscences of life on 
the prairie. A newer collection at the 
University of Minnesota Libraries, 
this was the first time the Berman 
Upper Midwest Jewish Archives were 
on exhibit in Elmer L. Andersen 
Library. For more information, visit 
lib.umn.edu/umja.
MISSOURI
Kansas City Public Library
The Missouri Valley Special Collec-
trauma to its residents. Decades later, 
the aftereffects of this damage and 
trauma linger on through a profound 
disconnect between southeastern 
Michigan’s people and communities. 
Through the presentation of primary 
sources, the exhibit project will offer 
an opportunity for analysis, interpre-
tation, and discussion of issues such 
as racial inequality, law and politics, 
economic distress, and urban develop-
ment. Viewers will be encouraged to 
use creative and critical thinking as 
tools for examining how Detroit’s 
past impacts the current climate and 
future possibilities. The exhibit will 
be on display April through Decem-
ber 2017 and will be accompanied 
by a web exhibit and document sets 
for use in K–12 classrooms. The 
Reuther Library joins several area 
cultural institutions in a partnership 
to mark 50 years since 1967, including 
the Detroit Historical Society, the 
Detroit Institute of Art, the Charles 
H. Wright Museum of African 
American History, the Michigan 
Science Center, and MOCAD. Look 
for programming and exhibits from 
these institutions throughout 2017.
National Guardsmen use tanks to provide 
cover for firefighters against snipers 
during the 1967 Detroit Civil Unrest. 
Photographer: Tony Spina
The Frank Schubert Collection in storage 
after processing
MINNESOTA
University of Minnesota
The University of Minnesota Librar-
Washington University 
Washington University Libraries is 
pleased to announce the completion 
of the Eyes on the Prize Digitization 
and Reassembly Project made possible 
by a National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission (NHPRC) 
Grant. Researchers, scholars, and the 
(Continued on page 14)
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general public will be able to view 
the complete interviews with the 
accompanying transcripts from the 
first six episodes of the groundbreak-
ing civil rights series Eyes on the 
Prize, produced by filmmaker Henry 
Hampton. These materials, which 
were first preserved with funds from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
before being digitized with NHPRC 
support, consist of over 75 hours of 
complete interviews, including never-
before seen outtakes with key figures 
of the civil rights movement (see 
digital.wustl.edu/eyesontheprize). 
WU Libraries has been awarded the 
NHPRC Access to Historical Records 
Grant for the project Liberating the 
Spoken Word: Poetry Readings and 
Literary Performances in St. Louis, 
1969–2005. WU Libraries will be 
digitizing 947 audio tapes consist-
ing of spoken-word performances, 
interviews with artists and writers, 
and radio shows, along with approxi-
mately 2,300 leaves of ancillary paper 
records. Online access to many of 
these digitized items will be available 
through the Washington University 
Libraries Digital Gateway, repository 
.wustl.edu.
NEBRASKA
University of Nebraska Omaha
A new donation to the University 
of Nebraska Omaha (UNO) Criss 
Library by a local church will help 
expand Omaha’s only archival col-
lection dedicated to cataloging the 
experiences of LGBTQ+ citizens in 
the Omaha metropolitan area. The 
Metropolitan Community Church of 
Omaha (MCC Omaha) is announc-
ing the donation of its historical collec-
tion to UNO Libraries’ Archives and 
Special Collections, which oversees 
the recently launched Queer Omaha 
Archives. Chartered in January 1974, 
MCC Omaha was the first church in 
Omaha with positive ministry to the 
LGBTQ+ community. The collection 
includes photographs, newsletters, 
correspondence, and administrative 
materials. MCC Omaha joins a 
number of other collections as part of 
the Queer Omaha Archives collecting 
initiative, including the personal 
papers of MCC Omaha’s first pas-
tor, Fredrick Zydek. UNO recently 
opened US senator Chuck Hagel’s 
press, media, speeches, and videos 
in the Hagel Archives to researchers. 
One-third of the videos are available 
for viewing online; the rest must be 
viewed on-site. Two new exhibits at 
hagel.omeka.net accompany these 
materials. One exhibit in particular 
focuses on the press, media, and 
speech materials produced by Senator 
Hagel and his staff as they responded 
to matters including veteran issues, 
drought and disaster response in Ne-
braska, the Iraq War, and September 
11, 2001. UNO alum Chuck Hagel 
was a soldier in Vietnam, US senator 
(NE-R) from 1997 to 2009, and 
US secretary of defense from 2013 
to 2015. See library.unomaha.edu/
hagelarchives.
OHIO
Academic Library Association 
of Ohio
The Special Collections and Archives 
interest group of the Academic Li-
brary Association of Ohio is proud to 
be hosting a MAC Speakers Bureau 
workshop on June 9 at the University 
of Dayton. Jennifer Hain Teper will 
present on Preserving Scrapbooks in 
the Archives. Find more information 
at www.alaoweb.org/scaig.
Ohio Digitization Interest Group
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The Ohio Digitization Interest group 
(OhioDIG) has been busy since 
November 2013, holding six meet-
ings per year. OhioDIG includes 
participants from academic, public, 
historical society, government, and 
corporate archives and libraries, as 
well as graduate students. Presenta-
tions cover a wide range of topics of 
interest to digitization and digital 
preservation practitioners. Find more 
information at ohiodig.org.
Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board
The Ohio Historical Records Advi-
sory Board is pleased to recognize the 
Greene County Records Center and 
Archives and the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame Library and Archives with 
its 2016 Achievement Awards. The 
Greene County Records Center and 
Archives is honored for its innovative 
program taking records into class-
rooms to develop students’ research 
and analysis skills while fostering an 
appreciation for local history. The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Library 
and Archives is congratulated for 
public programming that fosters and 
promotes to a large and diverse audi-
ence the spirit of preserving history 
through its collections.
(Continued from page 13)
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame director of 
archives Jennie Thomas (left) and senior 
director of library and archives Andy Leach 
receive a 2016 OHRAB Achievement Award 
from board member Meghan Hays (Shaker 
Heights Public Library).
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Society of Ohio Archivists
The Society of Ohio Archivists’ 
annual meeting will be held on May 
19 at the Quest Conference Center 
in Columbus. Keynote speaker will 
be Kathleen Williams, executive 
director of the NHPRC. Find more 
information at www.ohioarchivists 
.org/annual_conference.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota State Historical 
Society–Archives
Two lacquer radio transcription discs 
held in the collections of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society–Ar-
chives at the Cultural Heritage Center 
in Pierre broadcast the June 7, 1941, 
christening and launching of the 
battleship USS South Dakota at the 
New York Shipbuilding Corporation 
at Camden, New Jersey. A transcript 
of the recording is also available on 
the website. The audio recording 
run time is just over 21 minutes. The 
two discs were recently sent to the 
Northeast Document Conservation 
Center in Andover, Massachusetts. 
The conservation center used its 
touchless optical scanning technol-
ogy, called IRENE, to retrieve the 
sound from the two discs. The digital 
audio recording of the christening of 
the South Dakota can be heard on 
the South Dakota Digital Archives 
website (history.sd.gov/archives).
WISCONSIN
Marquette University
The Department of Special Collec-
tions and University Archives has 
published a new digital collection 
titled “Edwin A. Shanke: AP Reporter 
in Germany, 1937–1942” based upon 
the papers of a Marquette alumnus 
(BA ’32, MA ’37) who arrived in 
Germany as a foreign correspondent 
for the Associated Press in September 
1937 and remained working there 
until his internment by the Nazis 
when Germany declared war on the 
United States. The collection docu-
ments these tumultuous years from 
Shanke’s perspective, incorporating 
his rich personal correspondence and 
photographs as well as AP photo-
graphs and wire copy that remained 
in Shanke’s possession, published 
now by Marquette with the permis-
sion of the Associated Press. The site 
includes a timeline that uses primary 
sources from the Shanke collection 
to highlight events during this mo-
mentous period in world history. Visit 
cdm16280.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
landingpage/collection/p16280coll5.
Wisconsin Historical Society
Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) 
archivists helped document the 2016 
presidential campaign by photograph-
ing campaign rallies in communities 
across Wisconsin. The WHS also 
secured press credentials so that 
photographer Andy Manis could 
photograph the national Democratic 
and Republican debates in Milwau-
kee. Arriving early and staying late, 
archivists captured a wide range of 
events. Collecting in the moment 
was deemed important during the 
historic election, in part because so 
many newspapers now retain their 
images. The WHS has built a large 
online photographic portfolio from 
the 2016 campaign, accessible at 
www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
Christening of the battleship USS South 
Dakota, 1941
Photographing the press corps at the Democratic debate. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. February 
2016. Image by Andy Manis
